as expeditiously as possible, for it is only their son Kumara who will be able to slay
Tarakasura. They are even now looking for ways and means to bring about their
Union. Hence, it is now your immediate duty to take your daughter Parvati and
leave her in Lord Shiva's presence."

So saying, Narada took leave of Himavan and went his way playing on his Mahita
(Veena) and singing praises of maheswara and Narayana. Himavanta accompanied
Narada for a short distance in great respect and, returning, he conferred with his
wife Menaka and betook himself to Sthanvasrama in company with his daughter
Uma and her maids Jaya, Vijaya and Suseela.

HIMAVAN GOES TO STANVASRAMA Approaching Sthanvasrama along with
his daughter and her maids, Himavan saw many crores of Pramadaganas protecting
the area commencing from the foot of the Kailasa Peak. The approaches on all
sides were teeming with beautiful trees bearing fragrant flowers or tempting fruits
and nuts. The surrounding atmosphere was filled with peace and calm, and the
scenic beauly was aesthetically marvellous. There was amity and natural
friendliness among all types of animals roaming there; and the birds sang with
freedom while parrots spoke the many names of Shiva as if in simulated Japa. Under
every tree and arbour was a devotee of Lord Shiva deep in meditation with halfclosed
eyes; and their bodies shone, besmeared with sacred Bhasma. By and by, they
neared the top of Kailash where Shiva blue-throated, and fair and wearing the
Chandra-Chuda, sat in deep Samadhi. No woman was to be seen anywhere around
the area. Arriving, at last, at the ashrama of Sankara, Himavan detained Uma and
her maids at the outer gate and went in. Reaching the outer door leading to the
inner courtyard, he saw Nandisvara, the chief of Siva-bhaktas. With great respect,
Himavan communicated his mission to him and sought his permission to approach
Lord Shiva. Well pleased, Nandisvara went in and stood by his Lord with a view to
commune with him inwardly. As Lord Shiva opened his eyes, he worshipped him
with very great reverence and informed him that the Lord of the Himalayas was
waiting in the outer court-yard desiring his audience. Being still in the midst of
tapas, Mahesvara made a sign of assent with his eye-brows. Nandisvara went out
immediately and sent Himavan into his Lord's presence. After prostrating himself
before the Lord so that eight parts of his body touched the ground in humility he
stood up and spoke thus in great reverence: "0 Lord of the Fourteen Worlds! Thou
art the abode of all Light! The very thought of thy sacred Feet is sufficient to purify
one from all sin. To have thy Darshan thus is the fruit of great austerity only. Without
appealing to Thee and pleasing Thee, how can one's desires be fulfilled? Thy devotee
is certain to have all his many desires granted; and more so. S have sought Thy holy
presence with a personal request to Thee. Listen, 0 Lord, to my humble petition:

My daughter Uma has no other desire than serving Thy Lotus Feet. She worships
thee every moment in her heart. She now desires to be near Thee so as to attend
to all Thy comforts in person. Kindly grant this boon to her. Be it a man or maiden
whether intelligent or not, every one seeks liberation only through service of Thy
holy Feet. Therefore, 0 Lord be merciful and allow my daughter Uma to have this
opportunity of serving Thee. She will be no obstruction to Thy tapasya. On the
contrary, she will attend to all that is necessary for its smooth continuance. She is
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